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Minutes of First State Suffrage Organization 
Boise, Nov. 20, 1895 

The delegates met at the residence of Mrs. J. H. Beatty pursuant to a call for a State 
organization. 

 Mrs. J. H. Beatty, President of the Boise E. S. Club, called the meeting to order.   

 Mrs. Snow was appointed temporary Secretary. 

 The President appointed the following ladies as committee on credentials:  Mrs. Helen Snow, 
Mrs. Wm. Balderston, and Mrs. M. C. Athey.  The committee reported the following named ladies 
entitled to seals as delegates: 

 Mrs. Winifred Glassford, Lincoln Co. 
 Mrs. R. Mitchell, Bingham & Cassia Cos. 
 Mrs. J. L. Sullivan 
 Mrs. W H. Ridenbaugh, Ada Co. 
 Miss Anette Bowman, Latah Co. 
 Mrs. M. J. Whitman, Bear Lake Co. 
 Mrs. Kate E. N. Feltham , Canyon Co. 
 Mrs. Dr. (?) Bearby, Elmore Co. 

 It was moved these delegates be admitted; carried. 

 The following from advisory board was read; moved the advice therein given be accepted; 
carried. 

 “Ladies of the Equal Suffrage Association:  It affords me no little pleasure to be able to address a 
gathering assembled for the purpose of organizing for a campaign, the object of which is to establish the 
principle of equal suffrage, in this state.  I have long been profoundly convinced of the justice, of the 
wisdom,  
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of the expediency, of extending the elective franchise to women.  If, for the first-time, with society 
constituted as it is today, we were called upon to organize a system of government, I believe there 
would be no thought of excluding women from participation in it.  We have outgrown many prejudices, 
and it is time to disown and discard those affecting the status of women which grow out of past 
conditions that no living man would think of returning to.  Moreover, self-interest advises us that 
women must be given a voice in the determination of all public questions.  Women constitute the better 
half of the race, and their votes are needed in deciding issues that are of the highest importance to the 
entire people.  As voters, they will be a great reserve force for the right.  Whenever important questions 



shall arise, they will be found on the side of truth and justice in greater proportion than the men.  The 
forces of right and wrong are often very evenly balanced among the men, but if the women were at the 
polls, the right would certainly have a safe majority.  A great many of our political issues embrace 
important moral questions; there are few that do not have a direct bearing upon the prosperity and 
happiness of the people.  Even in minor offices it is better that we should have a good person than a bad 
one as the incumbent; it is more conducive to a satisfactory administration of public affairs, and it 
prevents the danger to young men which is found in the influence of depraved officials.” 

 “It is often urged that women can exercise an influence for good without going to the polls, and 
it is claimed that her rights cease with the exercise of such influence.  If that argument were sound, it 
would follow that we should disfranchise the better class of men, as they could make their character felt 
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without going to the polls.  We should then have the ignorant and the debased casting the ballots and 
the good people torturing their souls with devices to induce them to vote correctly.” 

 “A year ago there was a notable causeal (?) in Kentucky in which an ignoble aspirant for 
congressional honors was defeated by the influence of the women of his district.  It is often said that the 
result of that contest shows that there is no necessity for placing the ballot in the hands of women.  
Nothing could be farther from the truth.  That contest simply showed how vitally important it often 
becomes for the right to have the assistance of women and how closely the most vital interests of the 
wives and mothers of the land are bound up in election results.  Moreover, it was only by a narrow 
margin that the objectionable candidate was defeated and the good name of the district preserved.  
How different it would have been if the women had had the right to express themselves at the ballot 
box!  Right would have won an overwhelming triumph instead of a narrow majority.  As it was, a few 
votes would have turned the scale against the mothers of the district and their heads would have been 
bowed in sorrow that such an example had been elevated for the emulation of their sons.” 

“But I was not invited to address you on the subject of suffrage in the abstract, being requested 
to suggest a plan for organization for the campaign in support of the suffrage amendment to be voted 
on in this state next fall.  I do not know that I can suggest anything in wisdom, but I shall take the liberty 
of outlining what I think might prove an effective method of procedure.” 

 “The work to be done is of two kinds; namely, to bring present suffrage sentiment to bear upon 
the conventions and to win supporters for the amendment.  I am of the belief that the sentiment in 
favor of suffrage is now strong enough to control the conventions 
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of at least two of the political parties if it be properly organized.  If this be accomplished, the ensuing 
part of the program will be much easier; the danger spots can be more easily located, and the votes 
more successfully reached.” 

 “The plan of organization that I would suggest is as follows:” 



 “A state organization consisting of one representative from each county and a president and 
secretary to be chosen at large, together with such other officers as may seem best.  It would probably 
be found best to choose all the other officers from the county representatives.  There should be an 
executive committee composed of fi ve, of which the president and secretary should be members.  The 
president and secretary should be primarily charged with the work of the association, the executive 
committee being advisory and the acts of the officers being subject to its approval.  The practical effect 
of such an arrangement would be that the executive committee would be called together to pass upon 
any specially important question, and it, in turn, would have the right to summon all the members to 
meet at any time when such action might seem necessary.  The representative of each county in the 
state association would be president of that county.  This is somewhat different from the usual political 
method, it being customary for the state committeeman and the county chairman to be different 
individuals but for this special campaign it would probably conduce to more effective work if the 
organization were thus linked together.  The county president would be charged with the duty of 
organizing the county, with some kind of an organization in each precinct.  A precinct president would 
be appointed by the county president or elected by the suffragists in the precinct.  Of course the 
precinct should have the right to elect its own  
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president, and the county should have the same right to choose a new member of the state association 
whenever it should choose to do so.  The precinct president should proceed to get the names of friends 
of the movement, inducing them to sign a roll and hold themselves in readiness to do such work as 
might be found to be necessary.  A system of reports coming through the county presidents to the state 
president would show just what the condition of the work was in every part of the state.”   

 “The work of bringing suffrage influences to bear upon the conventions would begin in the 
precincts.  The local president and club would see (?) that the delegates from the precinct to the county 
convention was pledged to support there a resolution pledging the delegates from the county to the 
state convention to vote for a resolution committing the party to the support of the amendment.  The 
county president, with as many as possible of the precinct presidents and all available friends of 
suffrage, would see that the county convention passed such a resolution pledging its delegates; and the 
state association would likewise look after the state convention.” 

 “When the campaign comes on, the state president would be put in the possession of names of 
doubtful voters in all doubtful precincts, and these would be supplied with literature direct from state 
headquarters.  Moreover, the reports from the counties would show where it might be necessary to 
hold meetings.” 

 “The state president would be empowered to appoint an advisory board of men, and the same 
system should be carried down through the counties.  The advantage of having such boards to call upon 
will be manifest.  The men are anxious to help, and they can no doubt be of assistance at many times.” 

 “I might suggest other matters of detail, but it would only be presumption, and I have already 
presumed too much.” 



 “In closing, I would beg leave to express the hope that the results of your meeting will show that  
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women who are not afraid to lead in the cause are preparing for an aggressive campaign.  Multitudes, 
both men and women, who are now wavering  and uncertain, will follow aggressive leadership, and 
victory will certainly be the reward next fall. 

      Wm. Balderston” 

 Moved, the convention proceed to the election of officers; carried, with the following result: 

  President, Mrs. J. H. Richards, Boise 
  Vice President, Mrs. W. W. Woods, Wallace 
  Secretary, Mrs. M. C. Athey, Boise 
  Treasurer, Mrs. Leah Burnside, Shoshone 

 Mrs. Kale Feltham of Caldwell, Miss A. Bowman of Moscow, and Mrs. M. J. Whitman of 
Montpelier were elected members of the advisory board, and, together with the President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer, constitute an Advisory Board.   

 Moved, this convention appoint a provisional president for each county, whose duty it shall be 
to perfect county organization. 

 Moved, the president appoint a committee on constitution; carried.  Mrs. R. Mitchell, Mrs. 
Ebelstran (?), and Miss Bowman were duly appointed.  In a short time this committee reported the 
following constitution, which read section by section; adopted. 

Constitution of the Equal Suffrage Association of Idaho 

Article I – Name 

 This Association shall be called the “Equal Suffrage Association of Idaho” and shall be auxiliary to 
the National American Woman Suffrage Association. 

Article II – Object 

 Its object shall be to secure for women the exercise of the rights of suffrage by appropriate state 
and national legislation and to effect such other changes in laws as shall recognize the equal rights of 
women with men. 
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Article III – Officers 

 Section I – The officers of this Association shall be a president, a vice-president-at-large, a 
secretary, a treasurer, and three advisory members, which three, together with the president, secretary, 
and treasurer, shall constitute the executive board of the Association. 

 Section II – The presidents of the county associations shall be vice-presidents ex-officio of the 
State Association. 

 Section III – No person shall be considered eligible to office unless he or she is a member of a 
local suffrage association, by whatever name known, and pays dues demanded by such association. 

 Section IV – Elected officers shall be nominated by informal ballot at a business session of the 
annual meeting of the Association.  The three persons receiving the highest number of votes for any 
office shall be considered the nominee of the convention for that office, and the will of the Association 
shall be taken by a formal ballot. 

Article IV – Duties of Officers 

 Section I – It shall be the duty of the president to preside at the sessions of the annual 
convention and at the sessions of the executive board.  She shall have a general oversight of the work of 
the Association and, in conjunction with the executive board, shall devise ways for securing the adoption 
of the amendment to our state constitution which shall secure equal, civil, and political rights to women 
and men. 

 Section II – The vice president-at-large shall preside at all meetings in the absence of the 
president.  If neither president or vice-president-at-large is present at any meeting, the executive board 
may proceed to elect one of their number to serve as presiding officer. 

 Section III – The secretary shall conduct the correspondence of the Association; she shall receive 
the reports of all auxiliary, local, and county associations, and from these, together with the work of the 
executive board, she will compile a report and, when signed by the president 
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it shall be forwarded to the national corresponding secretary.  The secretary shall keep a correct record 
of the proceedings of the meetings of the Association, and of the executive board, and shall present her 
record whenever demanded by the annual convention or executive board.  She shall be custodian of all 
books, records, reports, and papers belonging to the Association. 

 Section IV – The treasurer shall keep an exact book account of all moneys of the Association, 
giving receipts for all money received and taking a receipt for all money expended.  Ten cents of the 
dues of each member of auxiliary societies must be entered under the head of “State Dues.”  The 
amount of this fund must be forwarded to the national treasurer of the National American Association 



by January 14 of each year, and must be used for no other purpose unless a different order is made in 
regard to said funds by this treasurer of the National American Association, through the chairman of the 
national committee of organization.  The treasurer shall pay all bills or orders signed by the president 
and secretary, and these orders must first be presented even though she may know that money is due.  
She must render a report at the annual convention of all moneys received and expended.  She must 
render similar reports to the executive board whenever requested so to do.  She shall also devise ways 
and means of increasing the funds of the Association. 

Article V – Executive Board 

 The president, secretary, treasurer, and three advisory members shall constitute the executive 
board of this Association; of these, three shall constitute a quorum.  The board in the interim between 
the annual convention shall be authorized to conduct the business of the Association.  It may 
appropriate money, employ speakers, or organizers, appoint  
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committees and plan ways and means of furthering the interests of this Association.  The executive 
board shall appoint an advisory board composed of prominent men in the different political parties of 
the state. 

Article VI – Annual Convention 

 
 Section I – The annual meeting of the Association shall be held at the call of the executive board. 

 Section II – Basis of Representation:  The elected officers of the Association and all county 
presidents elected by local clubs, or their representatives, are ex-officio members of the Association and 
delegates in the convention.  Each county auxiliary association is entitled to send one delegate-at-large 
and one for each twenty-five paid up members of the auxiliary local clubs.  When no county organization 
exists, and there is but one auxiliary, that auxiliary may be entitled to one delegate-at-large and one 
delegate for each twenty-five paid up members.  If there are two auxiliaries or more in a county, they 
must form a county Association before they can be allowed in the state annual meeting. 

 Section III – Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote on all questions except elections of 
officers, when the vote of the full delegation may be cast by those present.  

 Section IV – The annual meeting shall be held at such time and place as the executive board shall 
decide. 

` Section V – The fiscal year of the Association shall end September 1st, at which time all dues 
must be paid. 

  



Article VII – Amendments 

 This constitution may be amended at any annual meeting of the Association by a vote of two-
thirds of the delegates present. 

Article VIII – By Laws 

 By laws may be added at any regular meeting. 

 

 It was moved to send Mrs. J. H. Richards a telegram of congratulations; carried. 
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 Moved, that yellow be adopted as our State color; carried. 

 Telegram from Miss Susan B. Anthony – read.  Moved, it be published and made a part of these 
minutes; carried. 

      “Rochester, N. Y. 

 President and friends of Women Suffrage – greetings.  With hope of carrying amendment.  
Educate rank and file of voters through political party papers and meetings; women speakers cannot 
reach them. 

      (signed) Susan B. Anthony” 

 

 The following resolutions were offered by Mrs. Kate E N. Feltham of Canyon County and were 
unanimously adopted: 

 Believing in the justice and propriety of equal opportunities for development and advancement 
in life for men and women, and that the ballot is a badge of equality in all classes, we, the delegates to 
the 1st Equal Suffrage Association of the State of Idaho do hereby  

 Resolve:  That we pledge ourselves to work in all womanly ways for the advancement of the 
principles of equality in our state and to secure the adoption of an amendment to our constitution to 
secure equal civil and political rights for both men and women. 

 Resolved:  That, inasmuch as unity and discretion are essential to success, we pledge ourselves 
to endeavor faithfully to carry out the work planned by this convention and directed by the executive 
board. 

 Resolved:  That we tender our sincere appreciation to the Boise City Study Club for the 
entertainment so generously and heartily accorded us by them. 



 Resolved:  also, That especial thanks are due Mrs. Beatty for the efficient manner in which she 
filled the office of temporary state president of Idaho. 
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 A vote of thanks was also extended to Mayor Pierce and the City Council for favors extended 
and to Mrs. Snow for acting as temporary secretary. 

 It was also resolved that especial thanks are due to Mr. Balderston for favors received. 

 Resolved:  That a copy of these resolutions appear in the published reports of this convention 
and be spread upon the minutes of this meeting. 

 The election of provisional county presidents being next in order, the following ladies were 
elected: 

Mrs. Harris of Elmore County 
Miss Alice Hefling of Lincoln County 
Mrs. Mary G. Gee of Bear Lake County 
Mrs. Wm. Broadhead of Blaine County 
Mrs. R. H. Leonard, Sr., of Owyhee County 
Mrs. Daisy Babb of Nez Perce County 
Mrs. Mina J. Matheson of Kootenai County 
Mrs. Helen Snow of Ada County 
Mrs. Snodgrass of Cassia County 
Mrs. B. Holdbrook of Bingham County 

 A letter was read from Mrs. Emma Standrod (?) of Pocatello and Mrs. Standrod was elected as 
county president of Bannock County.  As the secretary was obliged to return home, the President 
appointed Mrs. DeBeasly secretary interim.  It was moved that the President appoint provisional county 
presidents in the remaining counties of the state. Motion prevailed. 

 Moved and carried that this convention adjourn Sine die. 

      Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 
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Meeting of Executive Board 
May 30, 1896 

 
 This was a called meeting to arrange for a convention.  Mrs. Laura Johns being present and 
greatly aiding the work. 



Nampa, Idaho 
May 30, 1896 

 Executive Board met at Mrs. Partridge’s.  Only three members were present:   Mrs. Kate E. N. 
Feltham - of Caldwell, Mrs. Leah Burnside of Shoshone, and Mrs. M. C. Athey of Boise.  As three 
constituted a quorum, the meeting was called to order.  Mrs. Leah Burnside was elected chairman.  It 
was moved Mr. J. A. McGee be requested to act on the advisory board.  Motion carried, and the 
Secretary was instructed to notify him. 

 Mrs. Kate Feltham had previously moved through circular letter that a committee of three be 
appointed as a committee or organization, Mrs. Whitman to take charge of the South Eastern part of the 
state, Mrs. Burnside the South Western portion of the state, and Miss Bowman the northern part.  That 
these three constitute a committee on organization.  That the sum of $150 be appropriated to this work 
and that an appeal be made to the clubs to advance the money forthwith.  That this sum be distributed 
equally among the three members of the committee to be used in their portions of the state.  That the 
money so appropriated be accounted for by them at our annual convention.  Mrs. Burnside and Miss 
Bowman were unable to act; it was therefore moved that Mrs. Laura Johns’ name be substituted for 
Mrs. Burnside’s as organizer for the South Western part of the state, and Mrs. Helen Young’s name be 
substituted for Miss Bowman’s for the northern part of the state.  The motion carried. 

 Mrs. Feltham had also included in this circular letter:  “I move that the annual meeting of this 
State Association be called to meet in Boise 
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July 1st and 2d, 1896.  That the Secretary be instructed to secure reduced rail road rates and hotel rates, 
being careful to give ample time for those coming and returning from the convention to reach their 
destinations and still have reduced rates.”  All had voted yes through letter, but after discussion it was 
decided to add another day to the time set for the convention, thus bringing the convention at Boise 
July 1st, 2d, and 3rd.  Motion as amended prevailed. 

 Mrs. Feltham had further moved by circular letter:  “I move that the Secretary appoint a 
committee on program for this convention.”  This motion was amended, and the Secretary made 
chairman of program committee. 

 Mrs. Feltham had further moved by circular letter:  “That an order be drawn upon the treasury 
for the actual expenses of the Secretary in discharging the duties of her office after these outlays have 
been audited by the executive board.”  Miss Bowman voted “yes, if this includes remuneration for her 
time also.”  After discussion it was moved the secretary be paid twenty-five dollars per month 
commencing with July and ending with October for services.  The motion as amended prevailed. 

 Mrs. Feltham moved ten dollars be drawn on the treasury for stamps and stationary to be used 
by the secretary.  Motion  was carried. 

 Moved the expenses of Mrs. Leah Burnside be paid.  Carried. 



 No further business appearing, the meeting closed without adjournment. 

      Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 
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Boise – July 1st, 1896 

 The Executive Committee and Advisory Board met at the home of Mrs. J. H. Richards.  Mrs. M. J. 
Whitman, Mrs. Kate E. N. Feltham, Mr. J. A. McGee, and Mrs. M. C. Athey were present. 

 The matter of scattering dodgers to advertise the convention was thoroughly discussed.   

 Mrs. Whitman was elected temporary chairman. 

 Plans of campaign work was discussed.  Mrs. Feltham moved, and it was seconded by Mr. 
McGee, that we recommend to the convention that each club throughout the state circulate a petition 
sending same to the various political conventions.  Discussion followed; motion was lost. 

 Mr. McGee moved that an address be prepared to present to the clubs of the state.  After much 
discussion, the motion was withdrawn. 

 Mr. McGee moved the resolutions and appeal prepared by Mrs. Laura Johns be recommended 
to the convention to be published in the various papers throughout the state that would publish same 
free of costs and in such other form as the convention might decree proper.  After discussion, the 
motion was carried. 

 Mrs. Kate Feltham paid the dues of the Caldwell club ($7.56) and Mr. McGee for the Nampa club 
($6.56).  

 Moved to adjourn to meet at call of the chair.  Motion carried. 

      Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 
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Boise City, July 2, 1896 

 The Second State Convention of the Idaho Equal Suffrage Association met in Sormes (?) Opera 
House. 

 The convention was called to order by Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secretary of the State Association, 
there being no President or Vice President present.  Mrs. Rebekah Mitchell  gave an invocation.  Next in 



order was the selection of a temporary chairman.  Mrs. Ida Weaver was elected by acclamation.  The 
Secretary appointed Mrs. J. H. Richards and Mrs. Helen Snow to escort the President-elect to the chair. 

 The President made a few appropriate remarks.  The Secretary asked for an assistant, and the 
chair appointed Mrs. J. H. Richards as assistant Secretary.   

 On motion the chair appointed Mrs. Kate E. Feltham, Mrs. Mary McGee, and Mrs. Joe Pinkham 
as committee on credentials. 

 Committee on credentials reported the following delegates as entitled to seats in the 
Convention: 

Mrs. Helen Young Wallace 
Mrs. J. G. Lewis Ketchum 
Miss Lon (?) Soda Springs 
Mrs. Moahr (?) Caldwell 
Mrs. Ingraham Hagerman 
Mrs. Winslow Wardner 
Mrs. J. A. McGee Nampa 
Mrs. Kate Green Nampa 
Mrs. Simson Nampa 
Mr. Young Emmett 
Mrs. Whitman Montpelier 
Mrs. R. Mitchell Idaho Falls 
Mrs. M. P. Dunton  Idaho City 
Mrs. Cook Glenns Ferry 
Mrs. J. Pinkham Boise 
Mrs. W. Glassford Mountain Home 
Mrs. Senter (?) Shoshone 

 

 The President requested Mrs. Johns to read Section 2 of Article 6 of the constitution. On motion, 
the words “twenty-five” were stricken out and  
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the word “ten” inserted in lieu thereof, making the basis of representation one delegate for every ten 
paid-up members of local clubs instead of one for every twenty-five members. 

 On motion, all presidents of local clubs and all persons holding regular proxies were admitted to 
seats in the convention.  Under the amendment to the Constitution, the committee on credentials 
reported the following named ladies entitled to seats in the convention: 

Mrs. A. E. Miner Caldwell 
Mrs. Kate E. N. Feltham Caldwell 
Mrs. Brown Glenns Ferry 
Mrs. Heron Glenns Ferry 



Miss Nelson Glenns Ferry 
Mrs. Fuller Bliss 
Mrs. Hager Mountain Home 
Mrs. Howie Mountain Home 
Miss Hefling Shoshone 
Mrs. Wright Wardner 
Mrs. Haskins Wallace 
Mrs. Helen Snow Boise 
Mrs. Hirshland Boise 
Mrs. Perranu (?) Boise 
Mrs. Weaver Boise 
Mrs. J. H. Richards Boise 

 

 On motion, the report of the committee on credentials was adopted. 

 On motion, the chair appointed the following named members as a committee on Resolutions:  
Mrs. M. J. Whitman, Mrs. Rebekah Mitchell, Rev. Young, Mrs. Helen Snow, Mrs. Fuller, Mrs. Minnie 
Priest-Dunton, Mrs. Helen Young. 

 On motion, the chair appointed the following  
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named members a committee on plan of work:  Mrs. J. A. McGee, Mrs. J. G. Lewis, Mrs. Lizzie Ingraham, 
Mrs. Kate Green, Mrs. Horni (?), and Mrs. Cook. 

 It was moved and seconded that the printed program be used as the order of business.  The 
motion prevailed. 

 Mrs. Athey read the Secretary’s report of the year’s work, and on motion the report was 
adopted.  The Secretary’s report showed there were twenty-five organized clubs and five county clubs, 
and considering until Mrs. Johns came, the work had been done through correspondence of the 
Advisory Board, it was quite encouraging. 

 The treasurer’s report was read and on motion was adopted.  This report showed a balance of 
$150 in the state funds.  A discussion followed as to ways and means of raising a campaign fund.  Mrs. 
Johns led in this discussion.  Mrs. Helen Young stated that Mrs. W. W. Woods of Wallace offered to pay 
twenty-five dollars toward Mrs. Catt’s expenses. 

 On motion, the convention adjourned until half past two o’clock P.M. 

      Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 

 

  



Afternoon Session, July 2d, 1896 

 Meeting called to order by the chairman.  The officers were all present.  Rev. Young gave the 
invocation.  Reports of local clubs were next in order.  Mrs. Whitman of Bear Lake County reported that 
excellent work was being done in her county, and they had the best working organization in the state. 

 Reports of other clubs read and approved.  Mrs. Marcella Pride gave a recitation and read an 
excellent paper, which was highly appreciated. 

 Mrs. Helen Young addressed the convention on Property Rights of Married Women.  She 
handled the subject thoroughly, being conversant with the laws of our state.  Mrs. Kate E. N. Feltham 
ably led the discussion.  On motion, the convention took a recess until 8 o’clock. 

      Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 

 

Page 18 

Evening Session, July 2, 1896 

 The convention was called to order by the chair.  Officers all present. 

 The chairman added three more members to the committee on plan of work as follows:  Mrs. 
M. J. Whitman, Mrs. Minnie Priest-Dunton, and Mrs. Helen Young. 

 Miss Ruth Maynard highly entertained the convention with a violin solo accompanied by Mrs. 
Seaman. 

 Rev. J. W. Huston of the M. E. Church then gave the address of welcome.  Mrs. M. J. Whitman 
ably responded. 

Following Mr. Huston, Mrs. Ryan sang a beautiful solo.  Mrs. R. E. Green then read a telling 
paper on Woman Suffrage.  This was followed by a solo by Mrs. Haskins of Wallace. 

 The Ladies Alpha quartette sang in their most happy manner.   

 Mrs. Laura M. Johns then gave an able address. 

 Convention adjourned until July 3rd at 10 o’clock A.M. 

      Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 
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Morning Session, July 3rd, 1896 

 Convention called to order by the President.  All officers present. 

 Rev. D. M. McReynolds not being present, Mrs. R. Mitchell gave an invocation. 

 Mrs. Leah Burnside’s resignation as treasurer was read and accepted.  On motion, the Secretary 
was instructed to telegraph Mrs. L. Burnsides for the money on hand in the treasury.  Motion prevailed.  
The chair appointed Mrs. Robins to send the telegram.   

Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

 On motion, the report of the Advisory Committee was read and adopted. 

 It was moved and seconded that the convention proceed to elect officers.  Motion prevailed. 

 On motion, this was declared to be the Second Annual Convention of the Suffrage Association of 
Idaho. 

 The chair appointed Mrs. Kate Feltham and Mrs. Helen Young as tellers.   

 The following members were nominated for the office of State President: 

  Mrs. M. J. Whitman 
  Mrs. Kate Feltham 
  Mrs. Kate Green 
  Mrs. Weaver 
  Mrs. Helen Young 
  Mrs. Minnie Dunton 

 Mrs. Helen Young, Mrs. Kate Green, Mrs. Weaver, and Mrs. Minnie Dunton declined.  The ballot 
was then spread, which resulted in the election of Mrs. M. J. Whitman.   

Mrs. Dunton offered the following amendment to the Constitution: 

Section I.  Article III. 

 The officers of this Association shall be a President, three Vice Presidents-at-Large, a Secretary, a 
Treasurer,  
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and three advisory members, which together shall constitute the advisory board of this Association. 

 On motion, the amendment was adopted.   



 Next in order was the election of Vice Presidents.  The following members were nominated for 
First Vice President:  Mrs. Kate Feltham, Mrs. Kate Green, and Mrs. Sarah Corkes.  The ballot being 
spread resulted in the election of Mrs. Kate Feltham of Caldwell. 

 For Second Vice President, Mrs. Helen Young, Miss Alice Hefling, Mrs. Kate Green, and Mrs. Ida 
Weaver were nominated.  Mrs. Helen Young, having received the majority of all votes cast, was declared 
elected to the office of Second Vice President. 

 Mrs. D. L. Badley was nominated for Third Vice President.  No one else being placed in 
nomination, Mrs. Badley was duly elected to the office of Third Vice President. 

 On motion, Mrs. M. C. Athey was elected Secretary by acclamation. 

 Mrs. J. H. Richards, Mrs. Kate Green, Mrs. Dunton, and Mrs. Heron were placed in nomination 
for Treasurer.  Mrs. Richards, Mrs. Green, and Mrs. Dunton each declined.  Mrs. Heron of Glenns Ferry 
was duly elected. 

 On motion, the constitution was amended by striking out the words “and three advisory 
members” from Section I of Article III. 

 On motion, the convention adjourned until 2 o’clock P.M. 

      Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 
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Afternoon Session of July 3, 1896 

 The convention was called to order by Mrs. M. J. Whitman, president.  All officers present. 

 The resignation of Mrs. Mary C. Broadhead as County President of Blain [sic] County was read, 
and on motion was accepted and ordered filed. 

 The resignation of Mrs. Babb as County President of Nez Perce County was read, accepted, and 
ordered filed. 

 A letter of greeting from Mrs. Holbrook was read and ordered filed. 

 The Committee on Resolutions being ready to report was next in order.  The following 
resolutions were read and on motion adopted. 

 RESOLVED:  By the Idaho Woman Suffrage Association in annual convention assembled, we 
hereby declare and affirm –  

 First – That we ask the adoption of the pending Woman Suffrage Amendment in Idaho because: 



A.  The enfranchisement of woman is in exact accord with the basic principles of our 
Republic. 

 
B. Women are taxed; they should share in the privileges of the Government who help to 

bear its burdens. 
 

C. It is necessary to enfranchise the women of Idaho in order to place them upon a political 
plane equal to that upon which the Indians of the state now stands. 

 
D. The Idaho State Constitution provides that Chinese born in the United States may vote, 

and thus are the Chinese the political superiors of native born American women. 
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Second – We here in Convention assembled are representatives of the local equal suffrage clubs 
in various parts of the state, whose membership is made up of people from all political parties and from 
all classes of society, and appeal to the voters of every political party and from all walks of life to 
consider our claim to the suffrage – its simple justice – and to give the Woman Suffrage Amendment 
their affirmative votes. 

Third – And we furthermore beseech that this question shall be discussed from the rostrum in 
the political meetings of the fall campaign, and we call earnestly upon the men of Idaho, the Populists, 
Republicans, Democrats, and Independents, not to permit the other deeply interesting and highly 
important issues of the campaign to engross their whole interest to the jeopardy of this just measure. 

Fourth – Woman Suffrage has been on trial in Wyoming twenty-seven years, and in Colorado, 
Utah, New Zealand, and South Australia less time, partial woman suffrage in Kansas and England for ten 
and twenty-eight respectively.  The result of the experiment has been altogether good and nothing evil.  
Since Woman Suffrage has in other states resulted in good, Idaho need not fear to adopt the pending 
Amendment. 

Fifth - The power of the public press can hardly be overestimated, and we urge that the columns 
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 of the papers of the state shall be open to the discussion of the question of Woman’s Enfranchisement. 

RESOLVED:  That the members of this convention extend a vote of thanks to the National Equal 
Suffrage Association for its very efficient work done for this Association by Mrs. Laura M. Johns. 

RESOLVED:  That this convention now in session in Boise City extend a cordial invitation to Mrs. 
Carrie Chapman Catt, Chairman of the National Organization Committee to pay Idaho a visit during the 
summer to assist us in the interests of Equal Suffrage in our state. 



RESOLVED:  That the delegates of this convention do hereby extend a vote of thanks to the 
Equal Suffrage Club and the press for its kindly notices and the citizens of Boise for their generous 
hospitality extended to us while sojourning in their beautiful city. 

Mrs. M. J. Whitman 
 Mrs. R. Mitchell 
 Rev. Young 
 Mrs. H. Snow 
 Mrs. Fuller 
 Mrs. Dunton 
 Mrs. H. Young 

      Committee on Resolutions. 
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 Mrs. Kate Green presented the report of the Committee on Plan of Work, which was on motion 
adopted. 

 We, the Committee on Plan of Work, offer the following recommendations: 

 WHEREAS, two years ago a constitutional amendment was submitted to the voters of the state, 
but the majority of the voters forgot to record their opinions upon the measure when they marked their 
ballots, and so the amendment was lost, and lest this be the fate of the Woman’s Suffrage Amendment, 
the Committee on Campaign recommends the following: 

 That the President of each County Convention, or, if there be none, the President of each local 
club in the county, be instructed to appoint a committee of three whose duty it shall be to work for the 
amendment on election day in each precinct. 

 We recommend that on the coming election day that our local clubs arrange to have strong 
representatives as near the polls as the law will allow and that they be equipped with small dodgers 
bearing the words “Don’t forget the Womans Suffrage Amendment,”  “Be sure you notice the three 
Constitutional Amendments at the top of your ticket,”  “Please vote for the Woman Suffrage, etc.,” 
these dodgers to be put in the hands of voters as reminders. 
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 We also recommend that coffee and sandwiches be served near the polls, this to give the Ladies 
an easier opportunity of approaching the voters on the amendment question.  In the larger towns, 
“Ladies banner drives” are useful, and any and all devices should be made use of to serve the purpose of 
calling the attention of voters to the Woman Suffrage Amendment.  Large yellow banners suspended on 
ropes stretched across the street near the polling places would do an excellent service. 

 We recommend that the President and Secretary map out a route for the fall campaign. 



 We recommend that we elect a committee of three on press work. 

 We recommend that the Advisory Committee be empowered to employ speakers for the fall 
campaign. 

 We recommend that the Advisory Committee meet at the close of this Convention to make such 
arrangements. 

 We recommend that literature be supplied upon application of local clubs to the state secretary. 

Mrs. J. A. Mc Gee 
Mrs. I. I. Lewis 
Mrs. Ingraham 
Mrs. Kate Green 
Mrs. Howie 
Mrs. Cook 
Mrs. Whitman 
Mrs. Dunton 
Mrs. H. Young 

 Committee on Plan of Work 
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 The President on motion appointed Mrs. Kate Green, Mrs. Helen Young, and Mrs. Minnie 
Dunton a committee on press work. 

 The following reports from clubs were read: 

 Miss Alice Hefling reported that the Shoshone Club organized with nine members and now had 
thirteen. 

 Mrs. Blanche Whitman reported Soda Springs had a club of 25 members.   

 Mrs. W. C. Howie of Mountain Home had perfected the only county organization in the state.  
The club at Mountain Home had twenty-one paid up members.  Mrs. W. C. Howie, President; Mrs. Sarah 
Corker, Secretary. 

 Nampa club reported ____ members. 

 Wardner club, forty-three members. 

 Mrs. Minaric Dunton reported Idaho City club organized three weeks ago, has now thirteen 
members, with twenty dollars pledged. 

 Mrs. I. I. Lewis reported for the work at Ketchum; not as favorable as she could wish. 



 Glenns Ferry reported their club was organized June 4th; they had met four times, had a 
membership of twenty-four. 

 Emmett reports organized June 9, had a membership of thirty-three 
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and six dollars in the treasury. 

 Rathdrum reports a club of thirty-five members. 

 Wallace club raised fifty dollars at a ball and used it to pay the expenses of delegates to the 
State Convention. 

 Wardner club raised twenty-five dollars at a ball and used it to send delegates to the 
Convention. 

 Mrs. Mitchell reported two clubs in Bingham County, one at Blackfoot and one at Idaho Falls. 

 Dues of several clubs were paid in during the Convention as follows: 

  Soda Springs   $ 7.00 
  Caldwell   $ 7.50 
  Nampa    $ 5.50 

 Mrs. Ida Weaver then read an able paper. 

 On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered Mrs. Ida Weaver for the able manner in which she 
presided at the Convention. 

 On motion, the Convention adjourned until 8:00 o’clock. 

      Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 
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Convention met at 8:00 o’clock; was called to order by the President.  All officers present. 

 Messrs. Grunbaum and Passmore delighted the audience with an excellent selection of music. 

 Rev. R. B. Wright gave an invocation.  Rev. J. L. Weaver followed with a short but excellent 
address. 

 Mrs. Minaric Priest-Dunton gave a beautiful recitation in an able manner. 

 Hon. N. M. Ruick followed with a short address. 



 Prof. Passmore told the audience of his personal knowledge of the good results to be had from 
the enfranchisement of woman as he had lived in Wyoming since the women of that state had enjoyed 
citizenship. 

D.L. Cadwallader gave a short address. 

Mrs. Ryan followed with a solo, which she sang in a sweet manner. 

This finished the program, and the Convention adjourned sine die. 

     Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 
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 State Officers: 

President  Mrs. M. J. Whitman  Montpelier 
1st Vice   Mrs. Kate E N. Feltham  Caldwell 
2nd Vice  Mrs. Helen Young  Osborn 
3rd Vice  Mrs. D. L. Badley  Meridian 
Secy.   Mrs. M. C. Athey  Boise 
Treas.   Mrs. I. A. Heron   Glenns Ferry 

 

Advisory Board of Men: 

Mr. Wm Balderston  Boise 
Mr. J. A. McGee   Nampa 
Mr. D. L. Badley   Meridian 
Later the name of Judge Stockslager was added to this list. 
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Names of County Presidents Appointed and Elected: 

County 

Elmore  Mrs. Howie   Mountain Home 
Ada  Mrs. C. J. Robins  Boise 
Boise  Mrs. Minnie Dunton  Idaho City 
Blaine  Mrs. Turner   Hailey 
Kootenai Mrs. M. J. Matheson  Post Falls 



Owyhee Mrs. R. H. Leonard, Sr.  Silver City 
Canyon  Mrs. J. A. McGee  Nampa 
Bear Lake Mrs. L. A. Gale   Paris 
Lincoln  Mrs. Frank Allen  Hagerman 
Shoshone Mrs. Helen Young  Osborn 
Oneida  Mrs. L. S. Cowley  Franklin 

Mrs. Cowley only had charge of four precincts in Oneida County. 
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July 4th, 1896 

 The Advisory Committee met at the residence of Mrs. J. H. Richards.   

The President called the meeting to order. 

The first matter under discussion was the question of speakers. 

Miss Alice Hefling offered to go to Challis if her expenses were paid.   

Mrs. Feltham moved forty dollars be given Miss Hefling to aid her in the work.  There was no 
second. 

Mrs. Feltham moved the President appoint Idaho ladies and gentlemen to aid the National 
workers at the several State Conventions of the political parties.  Mrs. Young seconded the motion.  
Discussion followed; motion prevailed. 

Mrs. Johns reported some Colorado ladies had pledged sufficient means to send Mrs. C. C. 
Bradford to help the work during the months of September and October. 

Mrs. Young moved to accept the offer of the Colorado ladies in sending Mrs. Bradford to our 
assistance.  The motion prevailed. 

The President instructed the secretary to write a very grateful letter to Mrs. Catt; also one to 
Mrs. Bradford. 

Mrs. Feltham moved an urgent appeal be sent by the treasurer to every club in the state urging 
them to raise their pledge money.  Motion prevailed. 

On motion it was ordered five thousand copies of the resolutions  
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and appeals be published in leaflet form to be used as campaign literature and a copy be sent to every 
paper in the state.   



 On motion Mrs. Helen Young was appointed to write an answer to the article in the Wardner 
News against suffrage. 

 On motion Mrs. Turner was appointed County President of Blaine County. 

 On motion Mrs. Helen Young was appointed County President of Shoshone County. 

 On motion Mrs. Mary McGee was appointed County President of Canyon County. 

 On motion, the President was authorized to fill the vacancies existing in counties of County 
Presidents. 

 On motion it was ordered five dollars be paid to the Secretary for stamps. 

 On motion warrants were ordered drawn on the Treasury in favor of the State Officers attending 
the Convention to pay their expenses. 

 On motion the Secretary was advised to turn over the letters she had received from prominent 
men to the chairman of the press committee. 

 On motion the salary (twenty-five dollars) of the Secretary for July was ordered paid. 

 Moved the three advisory members – Mr. Wm. Balderston, Mr. J. A. McGee, Mr. D. L. Badley – 
act as members of the Advisory Board, the same as before the Convention.  Motion prevailed. 

 On motion the committee adjourned. 

       Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 
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Boise – Aug. 20, 1896 

 Pursuant to a call by the President, the Advisory Board met at the State Equal Suffrage 
Headquarters, Sonna Block.  There was present at this meeting Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, Chairman of 
the National Organization Committee.   Mrs. M. J. Whitman, President; Mrs. D. L. Badley, 3rd Vice 
President; Mr. Badley, Mr. J. A. McGee, Mr. Balderston, and Mrs. Athey were present. 

 The matter of Mrs. Bradford’s coming was discussed.  Mrs. Catt reported Mrs. Bradford’s stay in 
our state would be limited to six weeks.  It was decided to accept the kind offer of the Colorado ladies 
and the National Association. 

 It was deemed advisable to write to all clubs and request them to appoint a suitable committee 
to mail upon all campaign speakers and urge them to speak for a suffrage amendment. 

 Mr. J. J. Bennett of De Lamar, Mr. J. Ed Smith of Idaho Falls, and Mr. Boise were all spoken of as 
able speakers for the amendment. 



 Mr. McGee moved that a treasurer of the executive board be elected to take charge of all funds 
and disburse them, all state dues being sent to this treasurer.  The motion prevailed. 

 Mr. Badley moved the secretary and treasurer be instructed to pay all contract bills authorized 
by the board and expend such money for incidental expenses as may be necessary for press work, 
telegrams, etc., sum total not to exceed $100 per month without the consent of the board.  Motion 
prevailed. 

 Mr. McGee moved the work of this association be divided into three districts.  Motion was 
seconded, discussion followed.  Mr. McGee withdrew his motion. 

 It was moved Mr. Balderston be elected treasurer.  Motion withdrawn. 

 It was moved Mr. Wm. Balderston be elected 
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treasurer for the executive board.  Motion prevailed. 

 Moved the President’s expenses be paid while engaged in work ordered by the advisory board.  
Motion prevailed. 

 Moved to adjourn to meet at the call of the President.  Motion carried. 

       Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 
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Aug. 25, 1896 

 The Advisory Board met at the Equal Suffrage Headquarters subject to a call of the President. 

 The President being absent, it was moved and seconded that Mr. Wm. Balderston act as 
temporary chairman.  Motion carried. 

 The resignation of Mrs. Heron, State Treasurer, was read, accepted, and ordered filed. 

 It was moved Mr. Balderston as Treasurer of the Advisory Board could receive all monies of the 
State Association and disburse them.  Motion prevailed. 

 It was moved that the services of a clerk be dispensed with and that Mrs. Whitman, giving the 
Secretary the assistance for which a clerk would be required, be paid her actual expenses while in the 
city, also necessary traveling expenses authorized by the board.  The motion prevailed. 

 The President here came in and took the chair. 

 Moved Mrs. Balderston be appointed a committee of one to write Mr. Burly for transportation 
rates for campaign speakers and also for a pass for Mrs. Whitman.  Motion prevailed. 



 The President authorized him to act in the above as the board desired. 

 It was moved the Secretary be instructed to secure necessary 
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books for the treasurer.  The motion was seconded, and after discussion, motion prevailed. 

 It was reported a cheaper room could be secured for headquarters.  Mr. Balderston moved the 
cheaper room be taken.  Motion carried, and the secretary was instructed to secure the room. 

 It was moved the Secretary be authorized to notify all clubs of Mrs. Heron’s resignation and to 
pay all dues and pledges to the secretary, also notify them of the work done during convention, and the 
necessity of having money to carry on the campaign.  Motion carried. 

 Mrs. Catt had carefully prepared a circular letter which she read to the board and which they 
authorized the Secretary to make copies of and send to all clubs and county workers. 
 The letter is as follows: 

      “Boise, Idaho – Aug. 26, 1896 

Dear Friend: 

 The executive committee of the Idaho State Woman Suffrage Association has had several 
meetings of late and are now prepared to present to all the workers in the state a complete plan for the 
campaign. 

 Now that every state political convention has endorsed our amendment, we feel sure, if the 
following suggestions are carried out in each town and community in the state, that victory will be 
assured. 

 The hardest part of our work has been done.  We may now march forward confident of success 
if our workers do well their part.  We ask you to call a meeting of your club at once and present this 
letter to them.  It is not necessary at this meeting to  
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secure a full attendance of the friends of suffrage but be sure you have all the trusted workers present 
and add to your council a representative man from each of the political parties.  Upon some of the 
following suggestions, their judgment and advice will be invaluable. 

 Kindly hold this meeting as early as possible and take action on each of the following 
suggestions.  Let us know just what will be done upon each of these points. 

 Poll the Vote.  The first and most important task is to poll the vote and ascertain the status of 
the Amendment.  For years it has been the custom of all political parties to take a careful census of 
voters to ascertain their intentions in reference to the election.  The voters are all classified in this 



manner under heads, Republican, Democrat, Populist (or whatever the parties are) and Doubtful.  Those 
giving positive statements as to their preferences are placed under the appropriate head, but all who 
have not yet determined their opinions or those who will not plainly express themselves are classified as 
doubtful.   When the work is done, each party knows just how many votes it has to depend upon and 
how many must be won over from the Doubtfuls.  This work we must do.  It is quite probable, now that 
all the parties have endorsed the amendment, that their workers, while polling the votes for their 
political tickets, will poll it for us at the same time. 

 We ask you, therefore, to appoint a committee to wait upon the leading politician of each  
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party in your town and request that this shall be done. 

 It is well that the representative of each party should do this as the lists will not exactly tally and 
as we must carefully avoid all methods which might be construed into partisan action.  We feel sure they 
will cooperate with you and thus save you the trouble of taking a separate poll for the amendment.  If 
they will not do this, then you must oversee this work yourselves.  It is better for some reasons that men 
perform this part of the work as many men will talk more frankly to men than to women.   

 Get this doubtful list as soon as possible.  Then call another meeting of trusted friends and 
workers and prepare to win them over.  Assign each man upon this doubtful list to some man who is a 
suffragist and who will have influence over him and ask him to see to his conversion.  Go to each of your 
trusted suffrage men and hand him the list of Doubtfuls you wish him to stand responsible for.  Tell him 
just how the question stands in your community and the necessity of winning these men over. 

 Keep a careful list of these assignments, and after two or three weeks, visit all these men and 
ascertain what progress has been made.  The discussion of this work in your meeting will develop many 
suggestions and plans to make it successful. 

 Politicians are accustomed to this kind of work and if a few will join in your council, they will 
make it plain to you and will 
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carry it through for you.  This is the most important work to be done. 

 It must be done right away and must be watched and diligently pushed until election.  Be sure to 
make thorough work of it. 

 Campaign Speakers. 

 Appoint a committee of women (the most tactful, intelligent, and sensible in your club) to wait 
upon all the campaign speakers who may come to your town to speak during the fall.  This must be done 
regardless of party.  Careful watch must be kept of all political meetings, and not one must be missed.  



Every speaker should be politely and earnestly invited in his address to say a few words for the 
amendment. 

 In this manner every voter will be reached.  The influence of a campaign speaker who belongs to 
the same political faith will reach much farther than that of a straight woman suffragist speaker.  Do not 
take it for granted that any speaker will speak for us without asking.  If he would do it anyway, he will 
give better service if he knows it is expected and that you will appreciate it.   

This is the second most important work and must be attended to persistently and with care.  Put 
your committee at work early and see that they perform their commission.  Let them understand it is 
the most important service they can give the cause. 

Ministers. 

Have a committee mail upon all the ministers in your town and ascertain their position upon the 
amendment. 
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Send us a list of all ministers in your town or community who are opposed.  We will send 
literature to all in plain envelopes, and it may prove helpful.   

Ask all ministers who are favorable to preach a sermon upon Woman’s sphere just before the 
election.  Actions upon this last question may be deferred several weeks but do not forget to carry it 
into execution.  Send the list of ministers opposed as soon as possible. 

Press Work. 

We shall send direct to the newspapers of your county suffrage matter each week.   

You will have this influence in your midst without effort on your part.  However, you can help 
this work along if you will thank the editors for their support when you see something in their columns 
in our favor.  Do not forget to express your appreciation. 

Literature. 

We will provide you with literature for distribution.  We cannot afford large quantities but we 
will send what you think is necessary to the work in your midst.  We have six kinds of leaflets, and we 
will send some of all.  Let us know how many leaflets you will require. 

Money. 

If your club can do anything to provide money to help on the campaign, we shall gratefully 
appreciate your effort. 
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Speakers. 

We shall have but one lady speaker in the campaign, Mrs. Mary C. C. Bradford of Denver. 

We shall send her to the most doubtful points only.  We must, therefore, rely upon the work 
above described to win the necessary votes. 

Work on Election Day. 

There is a question as to whether a majority of all the votes cast at the election or a majority of 
those cast upon the proposition are required to carry an amendment.  It is, therefore, necessary for us 
to secure every vote possible. 

On election day a committee of women must be stationed in each precinct in a convenient 
location to catch every man who enters the booth to vote.  We will have small circulars printed 
containing the words “Remember the Amendments,” and we will send to you enough for all the voters 
in your community.  Let us know how many you will require.  It is a well-known fact that amendments 
always receive fewer votes than the political tickets owing to the forgetfulness of voters.  We hope this 
manner of reminding the voters of the amendment will engage their attention and secure for us many 
votes which otherwise might be forgotten. 

We beg of you take careful action upon all these propositions and let us know what you will do.   

Write as often as possible and let us know how the work progresses in your community. 

Let us give a hard pull, a long pull, and a pull altogether, and we shall see a splendid victory this 
fall. 

     Yours for justice, “ 
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 Mrs. Catt spoke of the necessity of writing to all clubs and telling them of the actual expenses 
needed to carry on the campaign and urge them to aid in securing the same. 

 This the secretary was ordered to do. 

 Moved to adjourn to meet at call of the President.  Motion prevailed. 

      Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 
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Boise - Aug. 27, 1896 

 The advisory board met at Equal Suffrage headquarters. 



 The meeting was called to order by the President, Mrs. M. J. Whitman.  Mrs. Feltham, Mr. 
McGee, and Mrs. Athey were present. 

 Minutes of previous meeting were read and approved. 

 Discussions followed regarding the expenses of headquarters and the expenses of the State 
President, Mrs. M. J. Whitman. 

 Mr. McGee suggested wherever there were clubs, they should be asked to go to all political 
speeches and by so doing encourage the speakers to speak for suffrage. 

 Mr. McGee suggested now is the time to raise money for the campaign as the four conventions 
have passed resolutions favorable to the amendment. 

 Mr. McGee also suggested by sending a statement of work done and resolutions passed to all 
clubs and in appealing to them for ten dollars apiece, they would probably respond. 

 No motions were made nor work ordered done. 

 The meeting adjourned to meet at the call of the President. 

      Mrs. M. C. Athey, Secy. 

(Pages 44-61 are blank.) 
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Clubs. 

 In June 1894 the Hagerman club was organized by Mrs. Lizzie Ingraham.  The membership of this 
club extends over ten miles.  The members are active workers ever ready to respond to calls for help. 

  Hagerman Club 

  President Mrs. Lizzie Ingraham 
  Secy.  Mrs. Bessie Glieson 
  Treas.  Mrs. L. Millett 
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 Clubs organized by Mrs. Emma Smith DeVoe of Harney, Ill., in 1895: 

  Hope – June 7, 1895: 

  President Mrs. Minnie Deitrick 
  Secretary Mrs. Emma Kimble 

  Money pledged $25.00. 



  Rathdrum – June 10, 1895 

  President Mrs. Mary Allen Wright 
  Secretary Miss Lance Royce 

  Pledged:  $25.00. 

 
Page 64 

  Gem – June 13, 1895 

  President Mrs. W. B. Williams 
  Secretary Mrs. George Battey 

  Pledged:  $25.00. 

 

  Wardner – June 15, 1895  

  President Mrs. M. L. Knapp 
  Secretary Mrs. Gertrude Jenkins 

  Pledged:  $25.00. 

 

  Wallace – June 17, 1895 

  President Mrs. Mell C. Woods 
  Secretary Miss Annie Angel 

  Pledged:  $50.00. 
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  Murray – June 18, 1895 

  President Mrs. Sarah Ingalls 
  Secretary Miss Mary Doherty 

  Pledged:  $75.00. 

    



Moscow – June 20, 1895 

  President  Mrs. Adelia T. Piper 
  Vice President  Mrs. J. H. Forney 
  Vice President  Mrs. E. Siradner (?) 
  Vice President  Mrs. Lindal Smith 
  Vice President  Mrs. Headly 
  Secretary  Mrs. Ella Anderson 
  Treasurer  Miss Annette Bowman 

  Pledged:  $50.00. 

 

  Genessee – June 22, 1895 

  President Miss Corrie (?) Crum 
  Secretary Miss Mattie Awen(?) 
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  Lewiston  - June 24, 1895 

  President Mrs. Fannie Poe (?) 
  Secretary Mrs. Mary C. O’Neill 
  (Judge P. E. Stockey will act as County President) 

  Pledged:  $25.00 

 

  Caldwell 

  President  Mrs. Kate E. N. Feltham 
  Vice President  Miss Anna Gilgan 
  Vice President  Mrs. Montie Guim (?) 
  Vice President  Mrs. P. A. Deveres 
  Secretary  Mrs. Mary T. Gipson 
  Treasurer  Mrs. S. Beatty 

  Pledged:  $25.00 

 

  



  Payette – July 1, 1895 

  President Mrs. Melinda Snell 
  Secretary Miss Ethel Pearse 
  Treasurer Mrs. Anna Pence 

  Pledged:  $25.00 
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  Boise – July 2, 1895 

  President  Mrs. J. H. Beatty 
  Vice President  Mrs. Alfred Eoff 
  Vice President  Mrs. J. H. Richards 
  Vice President  Mrs. Geo. Snow 
  Vice President  Mrs. Peter Sonna 
  Vice President  Mrs. M. E. McCarty 
  Vice President  Mrs. M. C. Athey 
  Secretary  Mrs. Edgar Wilson 
  Treasurer  Mrs. C. W. Moore 

  Pledged:  $100.00 

 

  Mountain Home – July 4, 1895 

  President Mrs. Dr. Mary Beasley 
  Secretary Mrs. Susie Wright 

  Pledged:  $25.00 

 

  Ketchum – July 6, 1895 

  President  Mrs. I. I. Lewis 
  Vice President  Mrs. Stewart 
  Secretary  Mrs. Irene Lewis 
  Treasurer  Mrs. C. W. Stickney 

  Pledged:  $50.00 
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  Hailey – July 8, 1895 

  President  Mrs. Frances E. Butler 
  Vice President  Mrs. Burkett 
  Vice President  Mrs. Stockslager 
  Vice President  Mrs. Walton 
  Vice President  Mrs. Field 
  Vice President  Mrs. Ensign 
  Secretary  Mrs. A. E. Harris 
  Treasurer  Mrs. E. N. (?) Sullivan 

  Pledged:  $50.00 

   

  Bellevue – July 5, 1895 

  President  Mrs. O. S. Glen 
  Vice President  Mrs. T. B. Hill 
  Secretary  Miss Grace Hill 
  Treasurer  Mrs. H. S. Heampton 

  Pledged:  $25.00 

 

  Shoshone – July 9, 1895 

  President  Miss Alice Hefling 
  Vice President  Mrs. Gilmore 
  Vice President  Mrs. Senter 
  Vice President  Mrs. Glassford   
  Secretary  Mrs. L. Burnside 
  Treasurer  Mrs. C. G. Theyer 

  Pledged:  $25.00 
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  Pocatello – July 11, 1895 

  President  Mrs. Mattie B. Keller 
  Vice President  Mrs. Cook 
  Vice President  Mrs. Lock (?) 
  Vice President  Mrs. Walton 
  Secretary  Mrs. D. W. Standrod 
  Treasurer  Mrs. I. H. Moon (?) 

  Pledged:  $50.00 

 

  Soda Springs 

  President  Mrs. Cranford (?) 
  Vice President  Mrs. C. G. Rose 
  Vice President  Mrs. T. Crane 
  Secretary  Miss Rose Lon 
  Treasurer  Mrs. T. Horsley 

  Pledged:  $25.00 

 

  Paris – July 13, 1895 

  President Mrs. Louisa A. Cole 
  Secretary Mrs. Elizabeth Croft 

  Pledged:  $25.00 
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  Montpelier – July 15, 1895 

  President  Mrs. Mary G. Gee 
  Vice President  Mrs. Millie Clark 
  Secretary  Mrs. Mattie B. Hunter 
  Treasurer  Mrs. M. R. Phelps 

  Pledged:  $75.00 

 



  Blackfoot – July 16, 1895 

  President Mrs. C. B. Rea 
  Secretary Mrs. B. Hildbrook (?) 

  Pledged:  $25.00 

 

  Idaho Falls – July 19, 1895 

  President Mrs. J. Ed Smith 
  Secretary Mrs. Sarah Crow 

  Pledged:  $50.00 
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Clubs organized by Mrs. Laura M. Johns of Salina, Kansas, and old ones reorganized: 

  Glenns Ferry – May 27, 1896 

  President  Mrs. Heron 
  Vice President  Abbie Buse 
  Secretary  Mrs. C. Brown 
  Treasurer  Mrs. M. Cook 
  Auditor   Miss Sarah Mullaney 

 

At Bliss, a committee was formed, Mr. and Mrs. John Fuller pledging themselves to look after work 
there. 

 

  Nampa – Political Equality Club 

  President  Mrs. Mary McGee 
  Vice President  Mrs. R. E. Green 
  Cor. Secretary  Mrs. J. W. Griffith 
  Rec. Secretary  Mrs. H. A. Partridge 
  Treasurer  Mrs. Dr. Murray 
  Auditor   Mrs. Frank Givens 

  Pledged:  $25.00 
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  Boise – Reorganized 

  President  Mrs. Helen M. Snow 
  Vice President  Mrs. J. Pinkham 
  Secretary  Miss Mattie Joy 
  Treasurer  Mrs. J. Perrault 
  Auditor   Mr. J. Pinkham 

 

  Idaho City – Political Equality Club - Organized June 4, 1896 

  President  Mrs. Minnie Priest-Dunton 
  Vice President  Miss Amelia Jones 
  Secretary  Miss Nellie Duquette (?) 
  Treasurer  Mrs. Theresa McCormic 

 

Mrs. Josie Ireton promised to look after our interests at Marsh and pledged to raise #30.00. 
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  Emmett – June 9, 1896 

  President Mrs. Hamilton 
  Secretary Mrs. Dora Clymer 

  Pledged:  $20.00 

 

  Silver City – June 17, 1896 

  President  Mrs. J. W. Mills 
  Vice President  Mrs. R. H. Leonard, Sr. 
  Secretary  Mrs. S. Harris 
  Treasurer  Mrs. R. H. Leonard, Jr. 
  Cor. Secretary  Mrs. B. B. Lower (?) 

At DeLamar, Mrs. Frances Crosson, Post-Mistress, or Mr. J. J. Bennett will look after the work. 
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  Salubria – June 26, 1896 

  President Mrs. Ella Reynold 
  Secretary Mrs. Levi Allen 
  Treasurer Miss Carrie Elton 

 

  Meridian – Club organized July 7, 1896 

  President  Mrs. Cynthia Stokesberry 
  Vice President  Mrs. D. L. Badley 
  Secretary  Mrs. Van Gilder 
  Treasurer  Miss Stella Gilbert 

  25 Members 

 

  Harrison – Political Equality Club – July 13, 1896 

  President Mrs. Mary Coplan 
  Secretary Mrs. Caddie Bridgman 
  Treasurer Mrs. Nellie Knight 

  Seven members 
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  Coeur D. Alene – Organized in July 1896 

  President Mrs. Geo. W. Bechtel 
  Secretary Mrs. Thos. E. Jacobs 
  Treasurer Miss Grace Russell 

 

  Murry – Club was reorganized by Mrs. Johns 

  President Mrs. Katie Kane 
  Secretary Mrs. B. Hillard 

 



  Bonners Ferry – Club 

  President ___________ 
  Secretary Miss McRay 
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Clubs organized by local workers: 

  South Boise 

  President Mrs. F. D. Jordon 
  Secretary Mrs. Bill McElfresh (?) 
  Treasurer Mrs. McLain (?) 

 

  Wardner – Club organized by Mrs. Helen Young in June 1896 

  President  Mrs. Wright 
  Vice President  Mrs. Winslow 
  R. Secretary  Miss Kincaid 
  C. Secretary  Miss Hattie Wright 
  Treasurer  Mrs. Knapp 

 

  Elba – Equal Suffrage Club 

  President  Mrs. R. L. Rice 
  Vice President  Mrs. C. A. Bremerton 
  C. Secretary  R. L. Rice 
  R. Secretary  Miss Abbie Ward 
  Treasurer  O. L. Beecher 

  Fourteen members. 
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  Albion – Citizens Club 

  President Mrs. Ada G. Granger (?) 
  C. Secretary Miss Bertha Hansen 
  R. Secretary Mrs. J. A. Reonty (?) 
  Treasurer F. A. Granger 

  Fifty-six members. 

 

  Bloomington – Bear Lake County 

  President Mrs. Piggot 

 

  Ovid – Bear Lake County 

  President Mrs. Lindsay 

 

  Liberty – Bear Lake County 

  President Mrs. Austin 

 

  Bennington – Bear Lake County 

  President Mrs. Addie Weaser 

 

  Dingle – Bear Lake County 

  President Mrs. Nora Ream (?) 
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Clubs organized by Mrs. Mary C. C. Bradford of Denver, Colorado: 

  Malad – Sept. 5, 1896 

  President  Mrs. Hitchings 
  Vice President  Hattie Morgan 
  Secretary  Miss Alice Thews 
  Treasurer  Caleb Jones 

  Thirty-one members. 

 

Weston – The Weston Womans Equal Rights Club was  
organized at Weston Sept. 7, 1896 

President  Mrs. Marcia Allen 
Vice President  Lena Jensen 
C. Secretary  Mrs. Nancy Schranveldt 
R. Secretary  Miss Martha Olsen 
Treasurer  Mr. D. L. Hoops 
Auditor   Mr. Bensen 

Forty-one members. 
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  Franklin – Equal Suffrage Club was organized Sept. 8, 1896 

  President  Miss Jennie Woodward 
  Vice President  Mr. Walter Monson 
  C. Secretary  Miss Rhoda Scarborough 
  R. Secretary  Miss Fromiu (?) Hawkes 
  Treasurer   Mrs. Laughlin 
  Auditor   Mr. W. L. Webster 

 

   

  



Preston – Political Equality Club was organized by Mrs. Mary C. C. Bradford 

  President  Mrs. M. C. Chadwick 
  Vice President  Mrs. Julie Roper 
  C. Secretary  Mr. Joseph Golightly 
  R. Secretary  P. H. Margetts 
  Treasurer  Mrs. Jennie Wilson 
  Auditor   Mr. W. C. Parkinson 

  Membership:  Eighty-seven. 
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  Clifton – The Clifton Equal Rights Club was organized Sept. 10, 1896 

  President  Mrs. D. E. Dudley 
  Vice President  Mr. James L. McMurra (?) 
  C. Secretary  Mrs. Janet Wheeler 
  R. Secretary  Mr. Riley Dixon 
  Treasurer  Mr. Martin Henderson 
  Auditor   Mr. Martin Henderson 

  Forty-six members. 

 

  Oxford – Club organized Sept. 11, 1896 

  President  Claudia Hanson 
  Vice President  M. E. Scott 
  C. Secretary  Minnie (?) Fisher 
  R. Secretary  Julia Lewis 
  Treasurer  Mrs. W. L. Fisher 
  Auditor   Mr. Hanson 

  Nineteen members. 

 

  St. Anthony – Woman Suffrage Association 

  President Miles Cahron (?) 
  C. Secretary Mrs. C. B. Davis 

  Twenty members. 
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  Rexburg – A campaign committee was appointed Sept. 1896 

  President Mrs. E. E. James 
  C. Secretary Miss Annie Clegg 

 

  Dubois – Equal Suffrage Association 

  Chairman Mrs. Ellis 
  C. Secretary Mrs. Dye 

 

  Gem – Womans Suffrage Club 

  President Marguerite Stares (?) 

 

  Burke 

  President Mrs. Jackson 
  Secretary Mrs. E. R. Alward (?) 
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Oakley – Oakley Equal Suffrage Club was organized at Oakley Oct. 9, 1896.  I do not 
know who was the organizer. 

President  Miss M. Worthington 
Vice President  A. G. Smith 
C. Secretary  Miss Lola Haight 
R. Secretary  Miss Annie Bird 
Treasurer  J. L. Smith 
Auditor   Miss Clara Haight 


